
United States Bvtent and Trademark Office 



t 



fy\.J4-- 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Uuitod States Potent and Trademark Office 

Addr«i»: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/967,221 



09/28/2001 



James Morrow 



10407/519 



7155 



30076 7590 02/13/2003 

BROWN RAYSM AN MILLSTEIN FELDER & STEINER, LLP 
SUITE 711 

1880 CENTURY PARK EAST 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90067 



EXAMINER 



JONES, SCOTT E 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3713 

DATE MAILED: 02/13/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



fin 

Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/967,221 



Examiner 

Scott E. Jones 



Applicant(s) 

MORROW ET AL. 



Art Unit 
3713 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 September 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-138 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ED Claim(s) 1-138 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 28 September 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)(EI objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application {PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 5 . 6) O Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 7 




Application/Control Number: 09/967,221 
Art Unit: 3713 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 



1 . The drawings are objected to because figures 3-7 contain solid black shading due to 
printing a screen shot which renders the figures illegible. A proposed drawing correction or 
corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-138 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Raven et al. 
(U.S. 5,429,361). Raven et al. discloses a gaming machine information, communication, and 
display system for automating maintenance, accounting, security, player tracking, event 
recording, player interaction, and other functions for a plurality of gaming machines. The 
system has a display and data entry means for a player or employee to interact with the system. 
Furthermore, in addition to gaming functions, the system downloads data from the central data 
processor to each individual gaming machine. Raven et al. lacks explicitly disclosing: 

Regarding Claims 1, 16, 20,41,43,68,83-84, 100-102, 114, 118, and 135-138: 

• integrating the systems interface display system into the gaming screen used to 
display the gaming information. 
Regarding Claims 6, 38, 65, 74, and 98: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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• a Y adapter that allows communication between the display screen and both the at 
least one processor and the additional processor. 



Regarding Claims 7, 39, 66, 75, and 99: 

• calibration software that enables the additional processor to calibrate the display 
of system information on the display screen. 

Regarding Claims 8, 18, 44, 76, 85, 106, 1 16: 

• the systems interface utilizes touchscreen technology for inputting and accessing 
system information in the systems network. 

Regarding Claims 10, 27, 54, 77, 87, 108, 125: 

• the gaming display screen includes a small region that, when selected, activates 
the system interface. 

Regarding Claims 33, 60, 93, and 131 : 

• the display process that runs the gaming interface supports a graphic user 
interface based wagering game. 

Regarding Claims 36, 63, and 96: 

• the converter card utilizes I 2 C hardware and signaling. 
Regarding Claims 40, 67, and 134: 

• integrating the systems interface via the display screen lowers overall system 
costs due to hardware elimination and reduces maintenance costs due to fewer 
hardware parts. 

Regarding Claims 1, 16, 20, 41, 43, 68, 83-84, 100-102, 1 14, 1 18, and 135-138, to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention, integrating gameplay and 
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service systems into a single interface display system were well known. It would have been 
obvious to integrate the systems interface display system into the gaming screen used to display 
the gaming information. One would be motivated to integrate the gaming and service systems 
into one display system in order to modernize an existing system to the present state of 
technology. 

Regarding Claims 6, 38, 65, 74, and 98, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention, utilizing a Y adapter to allow communication to a plurality of devices 
was well known. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to utilize a Y adapter that allows communication between the display 
screen and both the at least one processor and the additional processor. One would be motivated 
to utilize a Y adapter to allow communication between the display and one of the processors 
because a Y adapter provides a simple solution to switching communication from one processor 
to the other, thereby, allowing the system to eliminate at least one redundant connection between 
the display and one of the processors. 

Regarding Claims 7, 39, 66, 75, and 99, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention, calibration software and hardware for a computer display were 
notoriously well known in the art. 

Regarding Claims 8, 18, 44, 76, 85, 106, 1 16, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of applicant's invention, touchscreen technology was well known. It would have been 
obvious to modernize Raven et al. with a systems interface utilizing touchscreen technology for 
inputting and accessing system information in the systems network. One would be motivated to 
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utilize touchscreen technology in a gaming and servicing system in order to modernize an 
existing system to the present state of technology. 

Regarding Claims 10, 27, 54, 77, 87, 108, 125, to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of applicant's invention, providing a gaming display screen including a small region 
(icon or GUI button) that, when selected, activates the system interface is notoriously well 
known in the art. One would be motivated to use an icon or GUI button on a display screen to 
activate a particular system in order to modernize an existing system to the present state of 
technology. 

Regarding Claims 33, 60, 93, and 131, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention, the display process that runs the gaming interface supporting a graphic 
user interface based wagering game is notoriously well known in the gaming art. 

Regarding Claims 36, 63, and 96, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention, it would have been obvious to use existing engineering guidelines to 
modernize existing converter card hardware and signaling with I 2 C hardware and signaling. One 
would be motivated to do so in order to modernize an existing system to the present state of 
technology. 

Regarding Claims 40, 67, and 134, to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention, it would have been obvious that integrating the systems interface via the 
display screen would lower overall system costs due to hardware elimination and reduce 
maintenance costs due to fewer hardware parts. Reducing overall costs by eliminating hardware 
and reducing maintenance costs are a byproduct of modernizing an existing system to the present 
state of technology. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Saffari et al. '561, Walker et al. '866, '552, Falciglia '849, Weiss '377, Steelman et 
al. '284, Acres '958, LeMay et al. '996, Walker et al. '376, and Boushy et al. '013 disclose 
gaming systems having player and/or operator communication interfaces. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott E. Jones whose telephone number is (703) 308-7133. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin- Wallace can be reached on (703) 308-41 19. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872- 
9302 for regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 
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